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THE SURETY OF THE RESURRECTION

I. IMPLICATIONS THE RESURRECTION.
A. It almost takes our breath away to read how “the earth did quake, and rocks rent; and the

graves were opened; and many bodies of saints which slept arose, and came out of the
graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many”
(Matthew 27:51-53).  It may have frightened some and it may still frighten us, but the
reality of being resurrected is the Christian’s hope.  Peter profoundly wrote “blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, to an inheritance incorruptible . . .”  (1 Peter 1:3,4).

B. Delete the phrase “by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” from 1 Peter 1:3-4
and the whole passage falls apart, and we have no hope. It has been correctly said,
“remove the truth of resurrection from the New Testament, and its whole doctrinal structure
collapses.”  “If Christ’s predictions had not come true, if he had not risen again on the third
day, one must believe that confidence in his other utterances would have been shaken, if
not destroyed;  and surely we would not be reading the New Testament today, nor
worshiping Christ as the Son of God.”

C. IF THERE BE NO RESURRECTION . . .
1. There is no substance to the preaching of the apostles (1 Corinthians 15:14).
2. We would not have forgiveness of sins.  The gospel that saves us is the death, burial

and resurrection of Christ.
3. The witnesses were not witnesses at all.  If we wanted to be charitable, we would not

call them liars, just deluded.
4. In 1 Corinthians 15:12-22, Paul argues that we know that there is a resurrection

because Christ was raised from the dead. He does not reason that we think that there
will be a resurrection, but that we know that there will be one.  He is not wishing that
there would be a resurrection; he is anxiously awaiting what he knows will come to
pass. In Acts 23:6, Paul was called in question for his hope in the resurrection. 
Paul’s hope was not wishful thinking, but a confident looking for that of which he was
sure would come to pass.  It is a backbone of Christianity.

D. CENTRAL THEME OF THE BIBLE.
1. The center of the Bible is the Gospel.  No matter the dispensation in which we look

(Patriarchal, Mosaical, or Christian), the central theme is the Gospel.
2. The New Testament tells us what the gospel is.  The word gospel is used of “glad

tidings” in Luke 1:19;  8:1;  Acts 13:32;  Romans 10:15.  Not only do we know that the
Gospel is “glad tidings,” we also know what it is that brings glad tidings.  Paul tells us
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that the Gospel is the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus (1 Cor 15:1-4).
3. The ultimate reference point of all of God’s dealings with man from the garden

through eternity is the cross of Christ.  The expressions “the fullness of time,” “it is
finished,” “the will of my father,” and “all nations shall be blessed” all express a portion
of the mind of God as he looks over all time.

4. Every doctrine and dealing which God has with man comes to light and finds true
meaning because of the cross of Christ.

5. The great themes of the Bible are not isolated teachings, but rather, they are
interrelated and are all tied together in the will and work of God. There can be no
separation between the gospel of Christ and the commandments of God. The
commandments of God have no meaning apart from the gospel and the gospel
cannot be clearly comprehended without doctrine.

6. All these teachings find their meaning in the Death, Burial, and Resurrection:
Assurance, Atonement, Baptism, Brother’s keeper, Commitment, Communion,
Conversion, Death, Deity, Devils, Endurance, Evangelism, Faith, Faithfulness of God,
Fear, Fellowship, Forgiveness, Giving, God’s hatred for sin, Grace, Gratitude,
Healings, Heaven, Hell, Hope, Humility, Idolatry, Judgment, Justice, Justification,
Keeping promises, Love, Man’s worth, Miracles, Morality, Mortality, New Covenant,
Obedience, Perseverance, Power of God, Prayer, Prophecy, Propitiation, Providence,
Remission of sins, Repentance, Resurrection, Revelations, Righteousness,
Sacrifices, Second Coming, Self Denial, Sickness, Singing, Temptation,
Thanksgiving, The grave, Turning the other cheek, Victory, Work.

II. THE SURETY OF THE RESURRECTION.
A. The resurrection has always been felt to be vital in connection with Christianity.  As a

consequence, opponents have almost always concentrated their attacks, and Christians
have centered their defense, upon it.  There are several converging lines of evidence, and
none can be overlooked.  Each must have its place and weight.  Collectively, the evidence
of the resurrection is powerful. [REFERENCE: The International Standard Bible
Encyclopaedia, pp. 2562-2569.]

B. THE LIFE OF JESUS.
1. The first proof is the life and testimony of Jesus Christ himself.  In examining the life

of Jesus we find a perfect life characterized by Divine claims ending in a cruel and
shameful death.  The character of Jesus is established as truthful, perceptive, always
of sound counsel, wise, uncanny understanding of human nature, and one who
flawlessly could predict the future.

2. With these credentials, his testimony becomes important evidence for the
resurrection.  There is no real doubt that Christ anticipated His own resurrection.  At
first He used only vague terms, such as, “destroy this temple, and in three days I will
raise it up.”  But later on He spoke plainly, and whenever He mentioned His death,
He added, “the Son of man . . . must be raised the third day.”  The references are
numerous [Matthew 12:38-40;  16:21;  17:9,23;  20:19;  27:63;  Mark 8:31;  9:9,31; 
10:34;  14:58;  Luke 9:22;  18:33;  John 2:19-21].  His veracity is at stake if He did not
rise.  Surely the word of such a one must be given due credence.
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C. THE EMPTY GRAVE.
1. Another line of proof is the fact of the empty grave and the disappearance of the

body. That Jesus died and was buried, and that on the third morning the tomb was
empty, is not now seriously challenged.  What is challenged is what happened to the
body. There are only two alternatives, either his body was taken out of the tomb
(maybe by the Jews, his followers, or the Romans) or he arose as he and scripture
said he would.

2. If the body was taken, His friends and his foes are the prime suspects.  If we believe
his friends stole the body, we must ask whether they could have done so in the face
of the stone, the seal and the guard. If his foes had contemplated this action, the
question arises whether they would seriously have considered it. The enemies of
Christ were the least likely suspects for they of all people were the ones who would
have benefitted the most from keeping the body in the grave.

D. WHAT HAPPENED TO THE BODY?
1. Reasoning from the facts to the cause makes us to ask, “who opened the door and

removed the body of Jesus?” It was necessarily either a human act, or a
supernatural act.  Either Christ was raised from the dead, or he was taken away from
the tomb by human ingenuity.  What happened to his body?

2. DID HIS DISCIPLES TAKE IT?
a. The evidence answers no.  Matthew records that sufficient steps were taken to

prevent such a thing.  He informs us that, “on the morrow, which is the day after
the preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees were gathered together unto
Pilate, saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said while he was yet alive,
After three days I rise again.  Command therefore that the sepulchre be made
sure until the third day, lest haply his disciples come and steal him away, and
say unto the people, He is risen from the dead:  and the last error will be worse
than the first.  Pilate said unto them, Ye have a guard: go, make it as sure as ye
can.  So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, the guard
being with them (Matthew 27:62-66).”

b. It is beyond reason to believe that all the guards were asleep at the same time
the very night in which they were warned that some may come to take the body,
that the disciples could, without disturbing any of the guards, remove the stone
which was “exceeding great” (Mark 16:4), unwrap the corpse, remove the body,
re-wrap the burial clothes to make it appear as if they had not been tampered
with at all, and do all this without detection of any kind.

3. DID HIS ENEMIES TAKE IT?
a. Such and action would have been completely contrary to their own statement of

intent and desire to keep the body of Christ in the tomb until the third day after
the crucifixion.  Jesus’ claims that he would rise again on the third day were by
the day of the crucifixion common knowledge among the Jews (Matthew 27:63). 
Common sense told them that if the disciples stole the body it would appear, at
least for a while, that Jesus had made good his claim.  Logic told them to secure
the body in the tomb until the third day at which time they could go to the tomb,
exhume the body, and with fanfare demonstrate that Jesus had failed to rise
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from the dead. Christianity would have been stopped dead then and there.
4. What then can we conclude?  Examining the evidence, we can conclude that the

disciples of Jesus could not take the body, and that the enemies of Jesus would not
take it.

E. THE GRAVE CLOTHES.
1. Christ’s burial garments left behind in the tomb form one of the most interesting

aspects of the evidence for the resurrection.  We know that Jesus was “wrapped” in
linen and laid in a sepulchre (Mark 15:46). The next we hear of the grave clothes is
when John first, and then Peter, see the linen clothes “lying.” 

2. We are not to think that they saw the clothes folded in a pile or saw the clothes in a
dishevel, but “lying.” Though we will never know for sure, it may be that they found the
clothes still wrapped as if Jesus passed right through them, “lying” where he lay.
[REFERENCE: The Case For Historic Christianity, Wharton]

F. THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE DISCIPLES.
1. The next line of proof to be considered is the transformation of the disciples caused

by the resurrection.  They had seen their Master die, and through that death they lost
hope. Yet hope returned three days later. On the day of the crucifixion they were filled
with sadness; on the first day of the week with gladness.  

2. When the message of the resurrection first came, they were incredulous and hard to
be convinced,  but when once they became assured, they never doubted again. 
What could account for the astonishing change in these men in so short a time? 
Some suggest that legends can produce this change, but three days time is not
enough for a legend to spring up which would so affect them.  Some suggest that the
disciples imagined that they saw Jesus, but men do not imagine what they do not
believe, and the women’s intention to embalm a corpse, the apostles’ reluctance to
believe the women, and the above five hundred who saw him cannot all be said to
have suffered the same delusion.

G. THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH.
1. From this fact of the transformation of personal life in so incredibly short a space of

time, we proceed to the next line of proof, the existence of the primitive church.
2. It is now admitted on all hands that the church of Christ came into existence as the

result of a belief in the resurrection of Christ.  When we consider its commencement,
as recorded in the Book of Acts, we see two simple incontrovertible facts: (1) the early
Christians gathered together on the first day of the week to remember Christ;  (2) the
substance of the preaching at the gathering was the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

3. Multitudes of those who once cried for His crucifixion, His enemies, are now
believers in His resurrection.  Even a great company of priests obey Him (Acts 6:7). 
The only explanation for this miraculous change in His enemies, and the existence
of the early church, is nothing short of the miracle of the resurrection.

III. CONCLUSION.
A. When we examine carefully all these converging lines of evidence and endeavor to give

weight to all the facts of the case, it seems impossible to come to any other conclusion but
that Christ came forth from the grave.


